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PROVINSIE/TAK    SENTRALE DORP VOORSITTER NOMMER
GAUTENG-NOORD   
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Isak Burger 082-454-7978
Baviaanspoort (Pretoria-Noord) Hansie Lerm 082-652-2396
Brits  Hansie Helberg 082-826-2038 
Centurion (Centurion) Fanie van Wyngaard 083-646-3324
Pretoria-Oos (Pretoria-Oos) Dieter Labuschagne 082-654-3280
GAUTENG-SUIDOOS
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Jakes vd Merwe 082-494-8596
Edenvale  Richard Ford 082-415-3840
Eland (Alberton) Stephan Lindeque 082-873-9289
Impala (Bredell) Anita Stegmann 082-498-6708
Oos-Rand (Kempton Park) Pieter Claassens 083-289-8543
Springbok (Brakpan) Pieter de Beer 083-627-5749 
GAUTENG-SUIDWES
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Cassie Carstens 083-453-3312
Tembo (Jhb-Noord) Rodney Butle 082-827-8650
Transvaal (Randfontein) Ria Zeelie 083-390-8465
Wes-Rand  André Botha 083-463-3620
KWAZULU-NATAL
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Barry Loock 083-289-7811
Iphithi (Durban)  Danie J van Rensburg 083-376-1936
Mpungini (Dundee) Schalk Meintjes 082-923-8212
Oribi (Margate) MD Bester 082-856-4970
Umfolozi (Richardsbaai) Pieter Britz 083-413-7881
LIMPOPO
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Izak Haasbroek 082-878-7351
Hardekool (Musina) Izak Haasbroek 082-878-7351 
Mopani (Phalaborwa) Otto van der Star 082-568-1474
Soetdoring (Mokopane) Danie Grobler 073-689-6249
Thabazimbi  Gert Oosthuizen 082-853-2054
Waterberg (Ellisras) Herman de Lange 082-772-5008
MPUMALANGA-NOORD
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Gert Opperman 082-870-4989
Bosbok (Steelpoort) Leon Visser 082-808-9641
Loskop (Marble Hall) André Ruhling 082-373-4390
Ngwenya (Nelspruit) Jan Sutherland 082-906-7959
Olifants (Middelburg) Johnny Pretorius 083-654-9993
Platorand (Belfast) Kobus Davel 083-625-6806
Rietbok (Breyten) Charles Robberts 082-441-7723
Sebra (Witbank) Gert van der Merwe 082-802-9616
MPUMALANGA-SUID
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Pierre Meyer 083-306-5686
Bethal  Willie Oosthuizen 082-493-6689
Duiker (Balfour) Gerhard Harmse 084-206-4452
Edelvalk (Standerton) JC Schoeman 060-622-2333
Heidelberg  Zet Robberts 082-320-6631
Houtkapper (Secunda) Hendrik Byleveld 082-045-6437
Majuba (Volksrust) Wessel Oosthuizen 082-454-7435
Suikerbosrand (Meyerton) Pierre Meyer 083-306-5686
Wilgerivier (Frankfort) Danie Pieterse 082-974-9382
NOORD-KAAP
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Bertie Theron 082-825-0439
Doornberg (Prieska) Bertie Theron 082-825-0439
Gamagara (Kathu) Johan Roets 078-122-7987
Griekwaland-Wes (Kimberley) Jors Humpel 082-787-9240
Karoo (Victoria-Wes) Johan Jooste 071-333-3773
Kgalagadi (Upington)  Bertus Burger  072-786-8649
Steenbok (Lime Acres) Schalk Victor 082-885-8277
NOORDWES
KALAHARI BOSVELD: 
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Jors Swanepoel 083-643-2591
Genl de la Rey (Lichtenburg) Jors Swanepoel 083-643-2591
Kameeldoring	 (Mafikeng)	 Rudolp van der Walt 083-300-2937
Koedoe (Zeerust) Nico J van Rensburg 082-388-0908
Makwepa (Setlagole) Ampie Strauss 082-578-7614
Marico Bosveld (Rustenburg) Ferdie Neumeyer 082-651-6393
STELLALAND:
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Flip Fouche 082-570-6322
Diamant (Wolmaransstad) Johannes Lubbe 083-769-9972
Hartsrivier (Delareyville) Marius de Kock 082-947-0773
Schweizer (Schweizer-Reneke) Flip Fouche 082-570-6322
Sterland (Vryburg) Vin Marcantony 082-776-3443
Vaalharts (Jan Kempdorp) Cliff Oosthuizen 074-891-2503
VAALRIVIER:
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: André Olivier 082-568-1508
Frontier (Stilfontein) André Wepener 083-462-2294
Hartbees (Potchefstroom) Johan van der Walt 082-571-6414
Vaaldriehoek (Vereeniging) Jan de Man 082-784-2350
Witrenoster (Klerksdorp) Duane Heymans 071-895-0520
OOS-KAAP 
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Mornay Eyre 081-562-3258
Gamtoos (Patensie) Gustav Bell 082-462-0755
Grysbok (Jeffreysbaai) André Botha 084-567-8989
Kamdeboo (Graaff-Reinet) Johan	Dorfling	 082-847-6615
Koukamma (Kareedouw) Nico Herselman 082-441-2467
Kwagga (Port Elizabeth) Ockert Barnard 082-906-9253 
Tuinroete (George) Gerhan Archer 082-567-6941
DRAKENSBERG:
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Org Hamman 082-867-6566
Lammergeier (Aliwal-Noord) Pierre Bosch 071-497-1598
Renosterberg (Middelburg – Kaap) Werner Potgieter 082-575-4762
Stormberg (Queenstown) Andre Botha 083-491-1999
VRYSTAAT
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Stompie Thuynsma 082-564-3792
Bloemfontein  Pieter du Preez  079-528-9217
Bloukrans (Vanderkloof) Rikus Stander 082-775-5480
Bothaville  Christo Roux 082-926-4366
Cheetah (Hertzogville) Johan van Rensburg 082-374-7898
Olienhout (Parys) Jan Lubbe 082-421-1122
Riemland (Bethlehem) Kobus Maree 082-924-5565
Sandrivier-58 (Welkom) Michelle van Heerden 072-868-9186
Valschrivier (Kroonstad) Jaap Erasmus 084-448-1578
Vrystaat Sandveld (Soutpan) Ben van der Merwe 084-613-2316
WES-KAAP
STREEKKOÖRDINEERDER: Justus Harms 082-497-4230
Bergrivier (Piketberg) Dave Ferguson 083-306-2572
Maskam (Vanrhynsdorp) Willem van Niekerk 083-633-2992
Namakwa (Springbok) Carel Oberholzer 082-805-0181
Overberg (Caledon) Danie de Waal 083-626-5538 
Swartland (Malmesbury) Wynand Lotter 082-929-8658
Tafelberg (Bellville) Wessel Symington 082-351-9991
Weskus (Vredenburg) Jacques Smit 082-517-9377

LEAD AND 
WILDLIFE

– PART 2

There is no question about the 
deep connection true hunters 
have with nature. Spending 
hours in the veld, intensely 

aware of the sounds and smells, 
experiencing the chilly morning 
breeze and damp grass against your 
skin while crossing animal tracks, 
and stopping to appreciate the grace 
of a kudu crossing your path, instil 
in you a respect for wildlife and an 
appreciation of how much we need 
these humbling moments. It drives 
home the reality that we share the 
same planet, with finite resources 
and space, and that we have a huge 
responsibility to look after the wild-
life heritage we depend on for much 
more than food.

However, the sad truth is that 
much of what we do – often unin-
tentionally – has a negative impact 
on wildlife. It does, however, not 
change the fact that we have to be 
responsible for all our actions. 

In my article, Lood – wat is jou 
risiko’s?, published in the previous 
edition of SA JAGTER/HUNTER, 
I discussed how people are exposed 
to lead and how absorption by the 
human body takes place. In this 
follow-up article, I will give a brief 

overview of how lead impacts wild-
life and what we can do to help 
reduce it. It is important for hunters 
to understand the facts and latest 
developments in the policy arena as 
it has a direct effect on their activi-
ties and the wildlife they care for. 

IMPACT ON RIVERS
Scientific studies have found elevated 
levels of lead in invertebrates, fish 
and amphibians in rivers, which are 
likely due to the accumulation of lead 
in sediments from polluted water as 
a result of mining and industrial efflu-
ents. This can cause reproductive 
damage, as well as blood and neuro-
logical changes in fish and other ani-
mals that live in the rivers.

A study of crocodiles in St. Lucia, 
Kosi Bay and Ndumu found that 
53 % of these reptiles had elevated 
levels of lead in their blood. The 
source of the poisoning has not yet 
been confirmed, but crocodiles have 
been found with lead sinkers in 
their stomachs. This is attributed to 
their typical behaviour of swallow-
ing small stones to aid digestion. 
The areas where the studies were 
conducted are well-known fishing 
destinations. Whether lead has a 



harmful or fatal effect on egg 
development and hatchling 
health is also being studied.

PREDATORS
Very little is known about the 
impact of lead on predators. 
Post-mortems on two cheetahs 
that died in captivity revealed 
fragments of bullets in their sto-
machs. Before dying, the ani-
mals showed signs of hyper- 
excitability and seizures, and 
the levels of lead in their kid-
neys and livers were consistent 
with lead poisoning. 

Both animals were routinely 
fed game. This has implications 
for anyone feeding predators in 
captivity. 

VULTURES AND SCAVENGERS
Next time you appreciate the 
ease with which vultures soar in 
the sky, remember that they are 
especially susceptible to lead 

poisoning. The high acidity in 
their stomachs (up to a pH as 
low as 1.0), contributes to high 
levels of absorption when lead 
is ingested. Elevated lead levels 
have been found in Cape and 
white-backed vultures across 
their range in Southern Africa. 
Lead has various negative phy-
siological influences, including 
reducing oxygen levels in the 
blood. This has been recorded 
in vulture chicks and may com-
promise their survival rates 
once they fledge. 

In the case of bearded vultur-
es in the Drakensberg, research 
has shown an accumulation of 
lead, not so much in their blood, 
but in the bones. The source of 
the lead has not yet been confirm-
ed. It is argued that lead in the 
atmosphere is an unlikely sour-
ce, as vulture chicks from a 

population near Dronfield had 
varying levels of lead in their 
blood, pointing towards inges-
tion from contaminated meat 
fed to them by their parents. 

What we do know is that vul-
tures feed on game farms where 
culling with lead-based ammu-
nition takes place, and that 
livestock farmers shoot sick ani-
mals with lead-containing bul-
lets from time to time. The heads 
of culled antelope and live- 
stock’s carcasses are put out for 
vultures at feeding sites. 

Investigations by SA Hunters 
have also found that predator 
control operations such as jackal 
hunting pose further significant 
risks of lead poisoning to scaven-
gers and vultures if carcasses are 
not buried. This is because the 
soft-lead ammunition that is most-
ly used, breaks into fragments and 
scatters throughout the carcass. 
All these sources of lead men-

tioned are still being investigated. 
Last year, as part of the na-

tional conservation programme, 
the Mabula Ground Hornbill 
Project released three endan-
gered ground hornbills in an 
area west of Thabazimbi. Later, 
all three birds tested positive for 
lead toxicosis and lead frag-
ments were found in their intes-
tines. They had to be collected 
and received full blood transfu-
sions to save their lives. It is now 
understood that ground horn-
bills are very susceptible to lead 
poisoning. It is thus extremely 
important to ensure that sour-
ces of lead in the veld are re-
moved and that any animal shot 
with lead is not available to 
scavengers. 

WATERBIRDS 
Waterbirds are also affected by 

lead. When hunting waterbirds 
with lead shot over wetlands, 
only a few of the lead pellets 
strike the bird. The rest fall to 
the ground or into the water 
where birds ingest it, mistaking 
it for food or the grit needed for 
their digestion. Waterbirds have 
no teeth and eat grit to help with 
the grinding process in their giz-
zards. This action reduces the 
lead pellets and together with the 
stom-ach acid, causes absorption 
into the bloodstream, which 
nega-tively affects the production 
of haemoglobin, leading to anae-
mia. It also affects the nervous, 
immune, reproductive and circu-
latory systems, liver and kidneys.

Large-scale die-offs of water-
birds in the USA and Canada 
due to the ingestion of lead shot 
have led to the banning of lead 
shot, especially over wetlands. 

Before the ban, 2 000 tonnes of 
lead ended up in Canada’s wet-
lands each year. Although there 
is significantly less hunting of 
waterfowl in South Africa than 
in Europe, we have to acknow-
ledge the associated risks to 
waterbirds. SA Hunters does not 
support the use of lead shot 
over wetlands.

As a signatory of the Agree-
ment on the Conservation of 
African-Eurasian Migratory 
Waterbirds (AEWA) since 2002, 
South Africa must “endeavour 
to phase out the use of lead shot 
for hunting in wetlands as soon 
as possible, in accordance with 
self-imposed and published 
timetables”. 

In representing the interest of 
its members, SA Hunters was 
part of panel discussions during 
the 2018 AEWA conference »

Hundreds of lead fragments in a jackal that was shot with a lead-
cored projectile.

Lead particles in ground hornbill.

Lead from various sources has a negative im-
pact on wildlife, including lead ammunition 
from hunters, wildlife managers, farmers and 

those controlling problem animals.



» of parties on the impact of lead 
ammunition on waterbirds, and 
another on the potential contri-
bution by hunters in managing 
game birds. It was clear from the 
discussions that it is increasingly 
important for conservation and 
hunting organisations to collabo-
rate on initiatives that promote 
responsible utilisation and sustai-
nable conservation of wildlife. 

The Convention on the Con-
servation of Migratory Species of 
Wild Animals, to which South 
Africa is also a signatory, calls for 
“the phasing out of lead ammu-
nition across all habitats, and 
the phasing out of lead fishing 
weights in areas where migra-
tory birds are shown to be par-
ticularly at risk”. 

It is the intention of SA Hunt-
ers to continue engaging with 
these and other relevant role 
players on such matters as part 
of a commitment to inform 
them of the ability to manage 
certain risks; the realities and 
challenges of making the shift to 
lead-free ammunition in hunt-
ing; and to promote responsible 
hunting and a culture of wild-
life stewardship through our 
members.

THE LEAD TASK TEAM 
As an association with a reputa-
tion for being a leader in respon-
sible hunting and wildlife util- 
isation and conservation, SA 
Hunters played an instrumental 
role in the establishment of the 
National Wildlife Poison Pre-
vention Working Group and its 
Lead Task Team (LTT). The LTT 
is a forum where role players 
from conservation, hunting, 
fishing and research organisa-
tions can learn from one 
another, as well as have frank 
and open discussions about 
their concerns, whether it be 
about the impact of lead on 
wildlife, associated policy 
approaches, research priorities, 
or the constraints of moving to 
lead-free ammunition.   

Through the work on the 
Lead Task Team, we started 
commenting on policy position 
in relation to the above-men-

tioned international agreements 
and local policy processes. We 
engaged with ammunition man-
ufacturers to develop lead-free am- 
munition, finding mechanisms 
for making the case for review of 
tariffs on the import of compo-
nents for lead-free ammunition, 
and other measures to support 
the establishment of a vibrant 
local ammunition industry. It is, 
however, early days. We have 
also made huge strides towards 
promoting a better understand-
ing among formal conserva-
tion organisations of hunting, 
ballistics and some of the con-
straints in transitioning to lead-
free ammunition, while we al- 
so became more familiar with 
the threat that lead poses to so 
many species.   

Ian Rushworth, the chairper-
son of the National Lead Task 
Team, said he particularly ap-
preciated SA Hunters’ commit-
ment to work in a cooperative 
and open manner with all role 
players to understand the con-
cerns and also to find pragmatic 
solutions. 

“SA Hunters has been a lead-
er within the hunting sector and 
is even assisting conservation 
agencies in their evaluation of 
lead-free ammunition. This posi-
tive approach gives me hope that 
we can find solutions that will 
ultimately not only be good for 
the environment but will demon-

strate that hunters are re- 
sponsible custodians of wildlife 
resources and that hunting can 
truly be seen as sustainable.”

IN CONCLUSION
Lead from various sources has a 
negative impact on wildlife, in- 
cluding lead ammunition from 
hunters, wildlife managers, farm-
ers and those controlling pro-
blem animals. Responsible hunt- 
ers want to minimise an animal’s 
suffering by killing it with one 
shot. Irresponsible use of lead 
ammunition may, however, cause 
prolonged suffering of animals as 
discussed above, making it criti-
cally important to reconsider 
how we deal with lead ammuni-
tion. For those wanting to ensure 
a better future for our wildlife, 
we suggest the following:

*  Where at all possible, switch 
to leadfree ammunition;

*  Where it’s not feasible, do 
not leave carcasses or parts 
thereof that may contain 
fragments of lead ammuni-
tion in the veld where scaven-
gers can get to them, and do 
not donate them to vulture 
feeding sites;

*  Safely dispose of any lead-
containing parts of a carcass 
by burying it deeply;

*  Help develop a culture of re-
sponsible wildlife use by 
spreading the news; and

*  Participate in studies, surveys 
and initiatives to grow our 
understanding of this issue.

SAJWV 

* Contributions to this article 
were made by the National 
Lead Task Team. 

Lead sinkers and pellets ingested by waterfowl.

Lead sinkers inside a crocodile’s stomach.


